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Let’s enjoy ‘what’s this ?’

Tools of the past ? discover the reasons behind the mystery of their shapes
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This pillow, made of Japanese
linden bark was intended for

napping.

N'TA - Basket used for smoking fish - j
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You can make smoked fish by skewering a
grilled fish with this holder and placing it over

the sunken hearth.
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This lacquered tableware was

used on festive occasions to
arrange and carry foods.
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This ornament is received from
a temple in the New Year and is
used to decorate the kamidana
(home Shintd altar).

The maedare is made by cutting
out pictures and shapes from
washi (Japanese paper).
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— Diving mask -
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/7\"\/ — Medicine grinder —
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This utensil was used to grind
the ingredients for medicines and
was sometimes used to make
seasonings and gunpowder.

7'(@ ~ Wooden mold for straw, shoesi
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This wooden mold is used to make
straw shoes for traversing mountain

paths or snow covered roads. Various
different shapes can be seen.
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You can easily count the

required number of pills to
put in a packet.
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This is a diving mask used by
an Ama (diving lady). Ama dive
freely under the water to look
for fish and shellfish. The mask
covers the eyes and nose.




— Measuring boards
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This wooden board is to measure the rope in making the
straw mats. You can twist the rope in a figure-of-eight.

1 h:jjj‘ — Hemp steamer —

lo :/—P:E:/“ — Spatula -
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This broad spatula was used
when boiling large quantities
of soyheans to make soybean
paste {miso).

7’]’7]“)( — Indigo vat -
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This wooden tub was used to

cover the steaming cauldron
used to make hemp strings.
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This kind of container was used to

store crop seeds. They are made
of bottle gourd and white gourd.
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>/ ) — Conical fishing cage -

R )BT EXER
F KA

FAEDHEABDEH. JICUHIT
EXereey ﬁi’i*?’?lﬁab\zﬁjlu
t‘CEﬁi‘fﬁM’Ebﬂ'Cb\éo %EJII

YesLrE

MR TCEINEEIUEEA T

Fish were caught using this cage
by lowering it into rivers where
fish were known to swim by.
This device was used to catch
ayu (sweet-fish) in particular.

16 L 1H* - Cocoon scoop —
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This is a scoop used to gather
silk cocoons.
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This large earthenware vat was
used to keep liquid indigo dye.
The body of the vat is buried

in the ground and the mouth is
left exposed to the surface.
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This is a padded
kimono (garment)

worn by a fisherman in
celebration of a large
catch. The crane and
shimenawa (intertwined
rope) are auspicious
symbols often used in
Japanese celebrations.

I INAD—FE - Compass —
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This is an instrument used to

measure the thickness and size
of objects.
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— Stage props —
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These stage props were made by the fishermen of Daid town.
The fishermen looked forward to this annual play.
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These boxes were used to
measure grains and liquids.

This particular item shows various
different shapes depending on
the item to be measured and the
historical period.

ope for a diyingracikss
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This thick rope was to

suspend the large drying rack
over the sunken hearth.

N) — Hemp thread ball -
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These straw shoes were used
to keep warm during winter.
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This straw horse was displayed during
the Star Festival of the 7th of July, wishing
for the well-being of horses and cows, a
good harvest, and peaceful child rearing.

77 = — Metal basket—
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This is an iron basket used to
freeze fish.
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This is a ball of thread spun
from hemp.
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This coat is worn by horses

to protect them from cold
weather.
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This ornament was used to decarate occasions wishing for a
good harvest. They are made of straw in the shape of crops
such as gourds and cucumbers.
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Usually made from either

bamboo or straw, this large tray
was used for rearing silkworms.
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This net was used to catch
fish escaping from the main
net during a large catch.

~ \\

BREH | =S SEEMAEEIH
£ X:FH
v70REBHOREN. RPT
EDEICLUETESN TS, |
This lure was used especially

for tuna as it resembles
smaller fish and prawns.

33 2)aF - Cooking pestle —
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This wooden pestle is used to grind and to mix food in a bowlk.

The legs on the pestle mean that it can be placed on the ground
without becoming dirty,

28 NI% - Shoes for walking along the swoty 1
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These spikes were put on in

a similar way to a shoe sole,
enabling the wearer to walk

in deep snow, on frozen roads
and through deep rice paddies.

el - I IFTHERIXEE

F K7

812182 Z. FE0ELOE
15, FﬁEﬁﬁEb‘”ﬁ%’ED\‘\‘ WoIFT
ﬁnn?ﬁ[uiéﬂ%ﬁa’j% ZHIDES
WY vy v 2 EVWSBNT B,
These auspicious bells were
put on the loads of goods for

sale on the first trading day of
the year.

& 117\ Bells used to ward off'b bears =
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These bells were used to
protect cows and horses from
bears attacking them as bears
dislike the noise.
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If you put some water in the curved
bottom rid of this glass device

and place a small amount of fish

or sugar in its center, bugs are
attracted inside of this device and
tend to be caught in the water.

Foot warmer —
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This metal holder was placed
in the ash space of a sunken

= hearth in order to grill moch/
(rice cake).
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You can warm your feet and
hands in a blanket with this
warmer by, putting a piece of
hot charcoal in the earthenware
container in the middle.




37 F3)F>) V3 - Paper lantern.-Za 38 ) - )\?h_ — Tobacco pouch —
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This pot is made of carved
paulownia wood to keep
shredded tobacco.

This box was used to store
chochin (a portable paper
lantern).

) AN — Tubular case for a candl
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This bamboo tube was made specifically for holding a candle. ﬂm_’\’&f'ﬁ‘-’m”iﬂbtUgﬁ%ldﬁjﬁ
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Needles used in making the fishing
nets were kept in this container.

4] N 1L — Powder flask —
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Gunpowder was carried in
this hollow flask made from a
gourd.
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This case was used to carry
woodworking files.

>IN - Log carrier - : FEDEL
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Logs cut from the mountain were loaded onto the donguruma : — ] : : - ' - T
(a log carrier) and carried by pushing the vehicle forward.
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